CHAP. XV]                              'OMAN

It will not be amiss to remark here that the title of " Imam
of Mascat" is unused in 'Oman itself, and belongs to European,
not to Arab nomenclature. Thoweynee is not an Imam in the
proper and Mahometan sense of the term, and Mascat is not his
capital. The word " Imam " does indeed in a general way
denote anyone who takes the precedence, especially in Avar or
prayer, sometimes also in science and literature. In JN"ejed
Feysul is sometimes, but very rarely, denominated Imam by his
subjects, and I have heard the same word applied twice or thrice
to his heir 'Abd-Allah. But even in Nejed, " Sultan " is in far
more common use ; while in 'Oman, Thoweynee invariably enjoys
that distinguished title. Hence his correct address is " Sultano-
'Aaman," i. e. " Sultan of 'Oman." For official capital he has his
choice between Bahilah, Sohfir., and Nezwah ; the latter is the
most usual.

A second remark on the peculiar character of this government
may seem almost superfluous. My readers will have already
perceived that it is in fact a limited monarchy, limited mil,
indeed by charters and acts, but by the coexistence of a powerful
aristocracy, by hereditary privileges and the prescription of
popular rights. 'Oman is less a kingdom than an aggregation
of municipalities ; each town, each village has its separate exist-
ence and corporation; while towns and villages are a/min in
their turn subject to one or other of the ancestral chiefs, who
rule the provinces with an authority limited on one side by the.
traditional immunities of their vassals, and on the other by the
prerogatives of the crown. These prerogatives consist in tho
right of nomination and deposition (on complaint), Avhere local
governors are concerned, though the office remains always within
the same family; in fixing and levying port and custom-house
dues ; in the exclusive management of the navy; in the keeping
up a small standing army, about six or seven hundred men*;
lastly, in the transacting of all foreign affairs for alliance or treaty
peace or war. The administration of justice and the decision of
criminal cases does not here, as in Nejed and Shoiner, come under
cognizance; these matters are reserved to the Kadees or local
royal judges ; in short, the whole course of law is considered to
be entirely independent of the sovereign, except in very extra-
ordinary circumstances. Again, the taxes levied on land or